King Lear / A Thousand Acres Essay
Choose one of the following essay prompts.  Respond in a full, exploratory essay.

Choice 1
While there are many similarities between King Lear and A Thousand Acres, it can be said that the basic points of the two are inverted:  In A Thousand Acres, everything goes to hell in a handbasket because no one is challenging the patriarchy, while in King Lear, it is because two sisters do. In an essay, discuss this difference in attitude towards Lear/Larry that distinguishes Shakespeare’s play from Smiley’s novel.  Show how the characterization of Lear/Larry, Goneril/Ginny, Regan/Rose, and Cordelia/Caroline makes this inversion of the main point essential to the success of the two works.  Use specific references from the works to support your thoughts.
Choice 2
Aristotle says that the tragic figure is one of some renown who, through some error or frailty, suffers a fall. It is the action of the figure, not the character himself or herself, and the universality of the experience that inspire fear or pity for the members of the audience. In an essay, apply these criteria to King Lear and Larry Cook.  Discuss their differences and the similarities they share with regard to their role as the tragic figure in both works.  In addition, consider what you think to be their tragic flaws – are they the same?  Be sure to use specific references from the works to support your thoughts.

Choice 3

Often the setting in a piece of literature adds meaning to the work, almost serving as another character. In an essay, compare and contrast how Shakespeare and Smiley use setting to enhance meaning.  Be sure to use specific references from the works to support your thoughts.

Choice 4
One of the ways that the stories of King Lear and A Thousand Acres deviate is the reasons the characters of Goneril/Regan and Ginny/Rose have for why they “hate” their father.  In an essay, compare the characters and their counterparts and discuss those differences.  In which story do the daughters seem more justified in their actions?  Why?  Which set of daughters have a greater depth of character and does that lead to a better understanding of their actions?  Consider these and other questions.  Be sure to use specific references from the works to support your thoughts.
