The Glass Castle
Writing Assignment – Mr. Thomas
Due Monday, February 1st by midnight to Turnitin.com
Go back and skim through the book, The Glass Castle, again.  Notice the metaphor of the “glass castle” – what does this metaphor mean? Why is the meaning important?  

Below are a couple of interesting articles that may help with your thoughts and thus, your paper.

Gothamist Interview with Jeannette Walls

http://www.gothamist.com/archives/2005/05/27/jeannette_walls_author_the_glass_castle_gossip_columnist_msnbccom.php
LeahPeah Interview with Walls

http://leahpeah.com/blog/interviews/jeannette-walls/
Publisher’s Weekly article about Walls

http://www.publishersweekly.com/article/CA501530.html?display=current&industry=Book+News&verticalid=792
In this paper (800-1200 words) I want you to write a literary analysis discussing the metaphor of the glass castle and what it signifies to Jeannette Walls and her father.  To come to a thesis about your interpretation of the metaphor of the glass castle, consider these questions:

1. Rex Walls often asked his children, "Have I ever let you down?" Why was this question (and the required "No, Dad" response) so important for him -- and for his kids? On what occasions did he actually come through for them? How does this dialogue relate to the metaphor of the glass castle?


2. Jeannette's mother insists that, no matter what, "life with your father was never boring". What kind of man was Rex Walls? What were his strengths and weaknesses, his flaws and contradictions? How do those characteristics relate to the metaphor of the glass castle?


3. Were you surprised to learn that, as adults, Jeannette and her siblings remained close to their parents? Why do you think this is? How might that closeness relate to the metaphor of the glass castle? 


4. For many reviewers and readers, the most extraordinary thing about The Glass Castle is that, despite everything, Jeannette Walls refuses to condemn her parents. Were you able to be equally nonjudgmental? How does the idea of judging (or not judging) relate to the metaphor of a glass castle?


5. Why is it important that, just before leaving for New York, Jeannette tells her father that she doesn't believe he'll ever build it? (p. 238).

Once you have an idea of what the metaphor of the glass castle signifies – to both Walls and her father (probably means different things to each of them!) – make sure you say it clearly and use quotes and examples from the text to support and explain your ideas and interpretations.  How does your interpretation of the metaphor affect your understanding of the memoir as a whole?

This is a bigger essay than usual.  I expect it to go deeper into analysis, hence the articles about Jeanette Walls that I’ve given you above.  Therefore the possible points for this paper will be 150.
